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Right Honourable, | 


3 You call d me to Preach before 
ou on this Anniverſary, I thought it 
mot un wh to the 8 nor to the pro- 

per Buſmeſs of — * unctian, to vindicate the 

Practice of our Church from un Objection that 

A has of late Tears been urg'd againſt it, as if 
* We acted inconſiſtently in Obſerving the T hir- 
I tieth of POT" as a Day of Kane, and the 
Was. A 2 Fifth 


— 


— . 0a „% „„ „ — ——— *r 2 — — „„ — — — 


. a —— 


r 


— ꝛ— . mä—— EE  ESICININY 
_ DEDICATION. _ 


"Fifth of November as « 


Day of I hankſgiving, 
and in uſeng the Offices 2 wely —— 
obo THO: 

J am wel perſuaded, that thoſe who can 
devoutly obſerve both thoſe Aumi ver ſaries are 
the Perſms, who have the juſtes# e- 
benſtons of 1 a eee ge 
be qualified and diſpaſed to ſu it, bot 
in Cherch and State. Mr I 5 Tour Order 
here prefix d (without which, this Diſcourſe 
would not have been printed) to be a publick 


Teſtimony that You are of that Number, 


and conſequently thar Tou are tamted neither 


with Antimonarchical, nor Arbitrary Prin- 


* es, but know how to obſerve the Golden 


ean between two dangerous Extremes. 

T hat Tour Court may always conſift of 
ſuch Magiſtrates , and that Amighty God 
may make Tou his e for the Well. 
governing thy City, and preſerving it in Peace 
end Proſperity, 2355 bea Prayer of, 
: Right Honourable, 

A t Your moſt Faithful 
ad and Humble Servant, 


' Samuel Bradford. 
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PR O v. IV. 26, 26, 27. 


Let thine eyes look right on, and let thine 

IY eye-hds look Strait before thee. | 

Ponder the path of thy feet, and let all thy 
ways be e ftabliſped. 

Turn not to the right hand, nor to the left : 
remove thy foot from evil. 


O£0 MON in the Verſes preceding had 
been adviſing, in the firſt place, to take 
HF care of the Inclinations and Affections of 
the Soul, the inward and ſecret Springs of our 
Words and Actions. Teep thy heart with all di>_, 
ligence : for out of it are the iſſues of life. In the pea 
next place he directs the Government of the 
Tongue, the taking care of our Words. Put a- ,, 
way from thee a froward Mouth ; and perverſe lips 
put far from thee. And then he adds, in the Words 
of my Text, ſome Rules for the well ordering of 
our Actions alſo ; and that not only as to their 
Nature and Quality in general ; but as to the 
End for which they are done, the Rule by which 
they are to be directed, the Principles from which 
they proceed, and. the Circumſtances with _— 
þ ey 


2 A der mon breach d before 


they are attended; all which Particulars coficur 


ES ee aaa 


look ſtrait before thee, that is, Let the end which 
thou propoteſt be good, and always take care to 
purſue that good end in a right manner, by uſing 
fair and direct means for the attaining it. 

Ponder the path of thy feet, that is, weigh and 
conſider well, what thou art about to do, before 
thou entereſt upon Action; never act raſhly and 
precipitantly, eſpecially in any matter of conſe- 
quence : but ſo as that thou mayſt be able to give 
a reaſon of thy actions both to thy ſelf and 
others. Me e 

And let all thy ways be eſtabliſt d. Some read it, 
Aud all thy ways fhall be eſtabliſb d. 3 
the former reading, it is as if the Wiſe Man 


ad 
ſaid, See that thou act by fix d Rules, and upon 


certain Principles. According to the latter, it is 
as if he had faid, If thou followeſt the Courſe 


which J have been directing, it will make thee 
to act wiſely and ſteadily. Both the one and 
the other amount to the ſame. ſenſe; foraſmuch 
as certain fix d Rules and Principles are neceſſary 
to the eftabliſhing our ways, to the making us act 
upon ſure grounds, and to the rendring us ſteady 
and conſtant in our behaviour. 
It follows, Tarn neither to the. 


right hand, nor ro 
the left, that is, Carefully avoid both extremes. 
Beware of being ſo apprehenſive of the danger on 
one ſide, as to neglect an equal, it may be, a 
greater danger on the other. PE 
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And laſtly, Remove thy foot from evil, that is, 


Let no conſideration, no motive whatſoever pre- 
vail with thee at any time to do that which is 
truly ſinful. Let thy Intentions be never ſo juſt, 
the end thou propoſeſt never ſo good, let there be 
never ſo plauſible arguments urg'd to perſuade 
thee, never ſo alluring motives to tempt thee ; 
yet have a great care, that thou never ſuffer thy 
ſelf to do an immoral action. | 
This I take to be the plain meaning of my 


Text; and the acting by theſe excellent Rules 


would make us to approve our ſelves thoroughly 
wiſe and good Men in our ſeveral capacities and 
ſtations; and we ſhould in the reſult of our acti- 
ons thus directed, certainly reap the benefit of 
our Wiſdom and Care: © * | 


Had the people of this Kingdom hearken'd to 


this advice of the Wiſe Man, we ſhould never 
have had occaſion to meet as on this day, pub- 
lickly to eondemn and bewail the deteſtable Fact 


committed upon it, ſo directly contrary to all the 


particulars of this wholeſome Advice. | 


In treating on this Argument ſuitably to the 
occaſion of our preſent aſſembling, I propoſe the 


following method. 


of the Advice here given by Solomon, and to ſhew 
how we ſhould follow it, in the direction of our 
II. To ſhew wherein the Fact of this day con- 
tradicted this wholeſome Advice of the 3 


I. Briefly to reflect upon the ſeveral Particulars 


mn... 
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III. To anſwer an Objection, which has — 
often, tho' very unreaſonably made, againſt the 
declaring our deteſtation of this Fact, ſince the 
late happy Revolution. 


* To apply what ſhall be faid to our own 
U 


Yo Briefly to reflect upon the ſeveral Particu- 
lars of the Advice here — by Solomon, and to 


ſhew how we ought to follow it in the direction 
of our Lives. 


1. The fr Particular of this Advice i is, That 
the end of all our Actions ſhould be good, that 
we ſhould have no diſhoneſt Purpoſes, -no baſe or 
unworthy Deſigns ; but propoſe to our ſelves « a 
juſt and right end in all we do. 

What the main end of all our Actions ſhould 
be, the Apoſtle hath plainly told us, when he 
adviſes, That whether we eat or drink, of whatever 

i Cor. 10.we do, we ſhould do all to the glory of God. And 
yy Reaſon teacheth the ſame thi He who is the 
firſt Cauſe, ought to be the laſt ld, I We are not 
our on, and conſequently are not to live to our 
ſelves; but to him who gave us our Beings, and 
upon whom we conſtantly and entirely depend. 

Now God is faid to be glorified by his Crea- 
tures, when his Power, his Wiſdom and Good- 
nels, and his other divine Perfections are obſerv'd, 
and acknowledg d, and made conſpicuous by 
them: and we are ſaid to make the Glory of God 
our chief End, when we propoſe it to our ſelves 
as'the great Deſign of our Lives, to act to thoſe 


Purpoſes 


— 
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Purpoſes for which God ſent us into Being, and 
to demean our ſelves in all reſpects ſuitably to the 
Frame in which he hath made us. We can add 
nothing to the Happineſs of Almighty God, who 
ever was and will be infinitely bleſſed in himſelf, 
without any Dependence upon his Creatures. 
But fince he hath made us intelligent and reaſo- 
nable Creatures, we may do good to our ſelves, 
and to one another, and thereby anſwer the end 
of God's ſending us into the World, and conſe- 
quently ſhew forth his Glory. 
In our ſingle Capacities, we make the Glory 
J of God our End, when we endeavour to improve 
* our Spirits, to keep our Bodies in due Subjection 
to them, to grow up into the Likeneſs of our 
Maker, and to prepare our ſelves for the Enjoy- 
ment of him. 2 Wo / 
As we are Members of Society, we make the 
Glory of God our End, when laying aſide all 
narrow, ſelfiſh deſigns, we endeavour to promote 
the Publick Good, the Welfare of the World in 
general, as far as lies in our power, and more par- 
ticularly the Welfare of that Society of Men to 
which we peculiarly belong, the City or the King- 
dom of which we are Members. Where by pro- 
moting its Welfare, I mean the promoting of Pie- 
ty and Virtue, together with external Peace and 
good Order, and whatſoever may render humane 
Society eaſy and happy. When we have theſe 
Ends in our view, and none but ſucli as are con- 


\ ſiſtent 
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ſiſtent with, and ſubordinate to theſe; then we 
follow the advice of Solomon. But to proceed. 
2. The next particular is; That we ſhould pur- 
fuc this good end in a right manner, by uſing fair 
and direct means for the attaining it. This, to- 
gether with the former particular, ſeems to be in- 
cluded in thoſe words, Let thine eyes look right on, 
and let thine eye-lids look ſtrait before thee. Take 
no indirect courſes, but uſe ſuch Methods as are 
manifeſtly juſt and honeſt, in order to the bring- 
ing about whatſoever deſign thou haſt propoſed. 
Such is the neceſſity of obſerving this rule, that 
from the neglect of it the worſt and vileſt of acti- 
ons have proceeded. How many injunes have 
been done to innocent and righteous Men, under 
a pretence of zeal for God, and true Religion > 
When the Fews crucified our Lord, and perſecu- 
ted his Apoſtles and Diſciples to the death, it 
was, as our Lord himſelf fpeaks, thinking that 


John 16.2. they did God ſervice. Hence have proceeded in- 


numerable diſorders in States and Kingdoms, 
when the publick Peace has been diſturb'd, and 
all good Order broken, out of a pretence of pro- 
moting the honour of God, and the good of 

Men. | 
But we are to confider, that the end will not 
fanctify the means. He who hath commanded us 
ro make his Glory our great End, hath like wiſe 
told us how he will be glorified, namely by our 
doing according to his Will, and obſerving ſtrictly 
the Laws which he hath given us. When Job's 
friends, out of a pious deſign to juſtily God's 
proceedings, 


"The Lord-Mayor, Jon: 39. 1710. 


proceedings, accuſed their Friend cauſeleſly of 
Hypocriſy, he rebuk'd them very ſeverely. W:/ 
von, ſays he, ſpeak wickedly for Gad, and talk de- 4 ob dn 
ceitfally for him? Will ye accept his Perſon > Wilt | 
ye contend for God? That God could not be pleas'd | 
with ſuch Officiouſneſs, he lets them know in 
the following words. I it good, that he ſhould | 

ſearch you out > Or as one man mocketh another, do = 
ye ſo mock him? To lye for God, is to mock him, 
that is, groſly to abuſe and affront him. Vie wil. 
ſurely reprove you, & o. St. Paul likewiſe vehe- 
mently rejects, and declares his deteſtation of that 
wicked Principle, That evil may be done, that good 
may come. As we are ſlanderoufly reported, ſays he, Rom.; 4 


and as ſome affirm that we ſay, Let us do evil that 
good may come ; Whoſe damnation is juſt. 


It is indeed utterly contradictory in its ſelf, to 
pretend to glorify God by unrighteous means. 
To glorify God, 1s to do good : but to uſe indi- 
rect means, is plainly to do evil ; that is, it is to 
thwart the very deſign we pretend to promote. 
This therefore is another inſtance, wherein we 
are to follow Solomon's advice, to take care, that 
we ule no means towards the promoting the beſt 
end, but ſuch as we can en juſtify before God 
and Men. | 

3. The next particular in my Text is, That we 
ſhould weigh and conſider well what we are about 
to do, before we put it in execution, never acting 
raſhly or precipitantly, eſpecially in any matter 
of conſequence ; but ſo as that we may be able 
to give a good account of what we do, both to 

B 2 our 
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our ſelves and others. Ponder the path of thy 
eet. ras 
4 We ſhould ſeriouſly conſider both the nature 
of the action we are going about; and what will 
be, nay what may be the conſequences of it. We 
are not able to know things intuitively, at one 
view, as God knoweth them: but we are endued 
with a power of deliberating within our ſelves, 
which power we are obliged to exerciſe very 
carefully, leſt we be mifled by prejudice or paſſion, 
by humor or intereſt; and leck we be ſeduced by 
the judgment of others, of whom we have con- 
ceiv'd a good opinion; or hurried on by a Pa 
into which we have liſted our ſelves. We are fo 
prone to be deceiv'd and impos'd upon, in theſe 
and many other ways, that we can have no ſecu- 
rity without pondering the path of our feet. 


4.Thenext particular is, That we ſhould always 
act by fix d Rules, and upon certain Principles. 
Let all thy Ways be eftabliſh'd : But eſtabliſhed they 
cannot be, unleſs founded upon Principles, and 
directed by Rules. TW 1 

The great Principles upon which we ſhould 
act, are theſe; The belief of a God, and of a 
Providence ; of the Eternal and immutable diffe- 
rence between truth and falſhood, right and wrong, 
moral good and evil ; of the immortality of the 
Soul, and the certainty of a future-State ; that 
we are accountable to Almighty God for all we 
do, and that we ſhall be rewarded or puniſhed in 
another World, according to our behaviour in 
this. Theſe are-the only ſteady principles, upen 


K Whici 


the Lord-Mayor, Jan. 30. 1710. 


which we can act with any Security either to our 


ſelves or our Fellow-Creatures. He therefore that 
has thrown off a Senſe of God and of Religion, has 
no Principles to govern himſelf by: but muſt either 
be led by his own fickle and uncertain humour; or 
by that which appears to him to be his Intereſt, 
which will always vary according to the change of 
his Condition and Circumſtances in this World. 
The fure Rules, by which we are to direct all 
our Actions, are thoſe of right reaſon, and the 
revealed Will of God. There is one Lawgzver to. 
all lara that ij GO; and he alone can give 
us fix 
hath done partly in our very frame and conſtitu- 
tion, and more clearly and fully in the Holy 
Scriptures; and fo theſe we muſt conſtantly have 
recourſe, if we will follow the Advice of the wiſe 
Man. And we ought to take efpecial Care, that 
we do not miſunderſtand either the one or the o- 
ther, being led by imagination inſtead of reaſon; 
or by the word of God miſinterpreted or miſap- 
plied, through our want of uſing due Application 
for the underſtanding it. | 
This is what God commanded the Hraelites by 
Moſes, after he had given them a body of Laws. 
Tou ſhall obſerve to do therefore as the Lord your 


God bath commanded von; you ſhall not turn aſide peut 45 
to the right hand or to the left ; you ſhall wal h in all 32, 33. 


the Ways which the Lord your God hath commande4 


you; that ye may live, and that it may be well with 
ou. This is the true Method to have our ways 
eſtablifh'd, to ſucceed and proſper in what we. 
| both 


d and certain Rules to act by, which he 
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both from the nature of the thing, and the Bleſ- 
ſing of God upon us. 
And amongſt theſe Laws of God there is one, 
in which natural and reveal'd Religion do perfect- 
ly agree, and, which is proper to be mention'd 
on this occaſion; that is, in the Words of St. Paul, 
That every Soul ſhould be ſubjet to the higher Pow- 
Rom. 13. ers, as being or dained of God; and therefore. not 
1. G to refit the Power, which is, the Ordinance of God, 
for the good of mankind ; and all this, not only 
for wrath, but for conſcience ſake: and again, in 
the words of St. Peter, that we ſhould ſubmit aur 
es ſelves to every, ordivance of man, for the Lord's 
>. 13, Ge Sake ; whether it be to the King, as ſupreme; or unto 
Governors, as unto them that are ſent by him, for the 
Puniſhment of Evil doers, and for-the praiſe of them 
that do well. For ſo is the Will of God, &c. The 
plain and obvious meaning of both which Texts 
I take to be, that every Subject ſhould yield a 
willing Subjection to the civil Government under 
which he lives, obeying all its Laws, which do not 
; interiere with any Divine Law, and quietly ſub- 
mitting to ſuch penalties as are by the ſame Laws 
inflicted upon him, where he either has negle- 
cted to do his duty, or where he cannot in Con- 
ſcience do ſuch things as are required of him. 
This in ſhort, is the Sum of what we commonly 
call active and paſſive Obedience; active to all the 
lau ful Commands of the Government under which 
we are placed; and paſſive, by ſubmitting to the 
Penalties which the Law inflicts; and all this for 
Conſcience ſake, it being the Will of God, for oy 

1 1 goo 


« aa” 


, „ PA cos 2 


— 


Mayor, Jan. 30. 1710 


„„ * 


* 


the Lord- 


* 
„ 


good of Men, that it ſhould be ſo. But to pro- 
ceed. 8 | 


5. The next particular is, That we fhonſd care- 


fully avoid the extremes on both hands, and never 
be ſo apprehenſive of the danger on one fide, as 
to overlook an equal, or it may be a greater dan- 
ger on the other. Turn neither to the right hand, 
nor to the left, * 4 £ | $40 P £ Gy: 

The way of Virtue is faid to be in the midft 
between two extremes. I will not warrant that 


it is fo in all inſtances: but in many it is very ap- 


parent, Thus genuine Piety is placed between 
prophaneneſs on the one hand; and ſuperſtition 
on the other. Juſtice, between rigour ; and lax- 
neſs. of Diſcipline. Temperance, between an un- 


due Severity to the Body; and an inordinate- 


Pampering its Deſires. Civility, between the ex- 


ceſs of Compliment, or Flattery ; and moroſe- 


nels, or rudeneſs. And to inſtance in no more, 


Loyalty or Fidelity to the Government we live 


under, between an undue compliance with Arbi- 
trary and illegal Power; and a factious or ſediti- 
ous Behaviour. And there is nothing more com- 
mon, than to ſee Men, in all theſe inſtances, run- 
ning from one extreme into the other. When 
they have been made ſenſible by argument, or 


by experience, of the Error or Evil that lay on 


the one hand, they are apt to run ſo far from theſe, 


as to expoſe themſelves without guard, to as great 
or greater Errors or Evils, that jlye on the other 
hand. This is very obſervable in converts from 
one way of Religion, or from one party of Men; 

tO 
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to the contrary. They generally prove more ea- 
ger and fierce in the way they have newly enter- 
ed into, than others that have been always in it: 
and this not always from deſign ; but very often 
from levity and inconſtancy of Temper. Here 
therefore Solomon adviſes to exerciſe our caution, 
to turn neither to the right hand, nor to the left. 

Either is a deviation from the ſtrait path; and al- 
tho' one may poſſibly. be leſs ſo than the other, 
the right hand Error, as we commonly phraſe it, 
being not altogether, or not always ſo dangerous 
as the left, yet both are certainly wron 
6. The laſt part of the advice is, That no mo- 
tive, no temptation whatſoever ſhould at. any 
time prevail upon us, to do a wicked or an im- 
moral action. Remove thy foot from evil. This 
has in part fallen under conſideration already, 
viz. when I mention'd the uſing indirect means, 
to promote a good end : but foraſmuch as my 
Text ſo expreſly mentions it again, and concludes 
with it, I thought it requir'd a particular Obſer- 
vation. 1 F 

It is indeed the ſum of the whole advice con- 
tain'd in theſe words, That whatſoever is plainly 
immoral, contrary to any known Law of God, 
on argument, tho never ſo plauſible ; no tempta- 
tion, tho'-never ſo alluring, ſhould reconcile us 
1 
Tis true, Circumſtances do alter the Nature 
of moral Actions, and make them either good or 
evil. All Circumſtances therefore are to be ſeriouſ- 
ly conſidered, according to the former , 
* | | Ponder 


_ 
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Ponder the Path of thy Feet : but, when that is 
done, whatſoever appears to us to be evil, we 
muſt not venture upon it, on any account what- 
ſoever. For good and evil are not things of our 
making. God hath in Nature, and by his Laws, 
— d and for ever ſettled the difference be- 
tween them, which is unalterable by any creature. 
And as God himſelf never aſſumes the Liberty of 
doing evil; ſo it is very certain, that he never 
did nor will allow any creature ſuch a liberty. This 
is indeed the Gauſe of all God's diſpleaſure to- 
wards any of his creatures, whether Angels or 
Men, that without his leave, nay againſt his Or- 
der, they have preſumed to chuſe evil rather than 
good. And fo, much may ſuffice for the firſt ge- 
— hes chien 1 prop ed. 1 proceed tothe Next 
vir. 
II. To ſhew wharcia the deteſtable ai of 
this day contradicted this wholeſome advice of 
the wiſe man, And it were eaſy to make it evi- 


dent that it did contradict it, in wenn ons of the 


forementjioned- particu lars. 
I will not ſay, that none of choſe that were 
guilty of it did propoſe to themſelves a good end. 
I think it more reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that ſome 
even of thoſe great Malefactors did in earneſt 

perſwade themſelves, that they were doing ho- 
— to God, and ſervice. to their Countrycy 
for whither may not a deluded imagination, 1 
deceived heart, carry a Man! But on the 
other hand, tis not to be doubted by any one 
that 0 upon the 8. — 
112.56 that 
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that one end which many of them propoſed was, 
the advancement of themſelves, tho upon the ruin 
of their King and Country. Some, I queſtion not, 
were moved by a principle of revenge, to deſtroy a 
Prince againſt whom they had moſt unreaſonably 
conceived a mortal hatred, Others it's probabſe 
were led into it for their own ſafety, being con- 
{cious to themfelves of having run into ſuch ex- 


— 


ceſſes, that nothing could ſecure them from the * 
puniſhment due to their Crimes already commit- 1 
ted, but committing yet greater. Tis evident, 3 
that none of them duly conſidered the eonſequen- * 
; ces of what they were about to do, they did not Nt 
ponder the Path of their Feet. One may fairly I 
ſuppoſe, that many of thoſe who were Actors in "| 


this diſmal Tragedy, if it had been told them, 
when they firſt engaged in the War, that they 
ſhould within a few Yeats lay violent hands on 
their King, would have anſwered as Z7azael did 
kings g. to the Prophet, 7s thy Servant, 4 dog, that he 
13]. Yhould do this thing 2 Which very thing he af- 
terwards did; and they in like manner, in ſpite 
of all their Proteſtations, and it may be intenti- 
ous to the contrary, e 31.10 Ning 
And when they perpetrated this horrible Fact, 
neither did they then conſider the miſerable Con- 
ſecquences which might have been reaſonably ex- 
pected to follow upon it. What they were, ſad 
experience has informed us; not only great Con- 
fuſion for many Vears together, before our anci- 
ent Government could be re- eſtabliſned; but more- 
auer all thoſe miſchiefs which. enſued from the 
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baniſhment of the Princes into a foreign Coun- 
trey, where they learned too much of the Religi- 
on and of the Cuſtoms of Strangers ; and a great 
part of thoſe unreaſonable” and violent contenti- 
ons and animoſities, which have been ever fince 
fomented among(t our ſelves. | un 
But not to inſiſt on theſe things. There are zhrex 
particulars in which they moſt apparently deviated 
from Solomon s advicdee. 
I. Under the pretence of avoiding one extreme, 
they ran directly and _— into another.. 
I will not look back ſo far, as to enquire into 
the unhappy occaſions of that War, in which fo 
much Engliſh Blood was ſhed by the hands of 
'Englifþ men, nor will I examine what grounds 
there were for the fears and jealouſies which pre- 
ceded it. This is ſufficient for our preſent pur- 
poſe, that thoſe who engaged againſt the King did 
it under pretence of fearing arbitrary Power and 


Popery. But were they not afraid at the fame 


time of Anarchy and Confuſion ; of relaxing all 
government and diſcipline in the Nation; of 
throwing off all Reverence to Superiors both in 
Church and State; of letting in Enthuſiaſm and 
Libertiniſm firſt, and thereby laying a Foundation 


for Infidelity. and Atheiſm? The mounds and 


banks being once broken down, theſe Evils ruſh'd 
in like a flood, with a torrent not to be reſiſted! 

There is no queſtion, but that Popery-and ar- 
bitrary Power are very ſore evils, and terrible 
plagues to any people: but there are other evils 
beſide theſe ; and _ are, 'tis to be gy” 
e T2 
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to fubdue thoſe under whom they 


ther ways of avoiding theſe evils, beſides ſuch as 
ee lead us into miſchiefs of another 
2. Thoſe that were guilty of this crime acted 
upon no certain Principles, they were guided by 
no fix'd Rules, and conſequently their ways were 
not eftabliſh'd. | | | 
When they firſt engaged in the war, they pro- 
feſſed a great regard for the perſon of the King, 
and the eſtabliſſid Laws of the Realm; they pre- 
tended only to amend errors, and to correct the 
abuſes of Government. But thefe Principles were 
wholly abandoned; and the Laws, which ſhould 


entirely violated. What could be a more o 


contradiction to all the Laws of the Realm, —4 


to all the Principles upon which they profeſs d at 
the firſt to act, than to advance the power of the 
ſword, above that of the civil Magiſtrate; than 
for an Army puffed up with ſucceſs to take the 
management of things into their on hands, firft 
ibdue pretended to 
have fought, and by whoſe authority they took 
upon them to juſtify themſelves; and then, to 
make all fure, to arraign and murder the King 
himſelf; to demoliſh, the whole Frame of aur 
Government; to ſubvert the very foundations of 
the Eug/iſh Conſtitution ;- and to manage all 
things by mere arbitrary will and force? If this 
were not to throw off certain Principles and fix'd 
Rules, nothing could be ſo. 258 8710 
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3. To make my charge full, I add, They did not 
remove their foot from evil. They preſum d to uſe 
the moſt indirect and unlawful means, in order to 
the bringing about their ends; and whatſoever 
— they might pretend to have in their Iutenti- 

ons, they did that which was groſly evil. 

If to murder a Man, much more a King, a 
Prince of eminent Piety and - Virtue, if all this 
without the leaſt pretence to legal Authority, nay 
directly in oſition to the known, eſtabliſh'd 
Laws of their Country, againſt many Profeſſions 
and folemn Proteſtations to the contrary, againſt 
the avowed judgment and repeated declarations. 
of all Orders of men in the Kingdom; in a word, 
if to aſſume and uſurp to themſelves a power to 


try, to condemn, and barbarouſly to execute him 


whom God, and the Laws of the Realm had ap- 
inted ko be their Sovereign, and; whom the 
y of the Nation were ready, if they had: das 
red; to have ond as ſuch, to e. this before 
his own palace, openly, avowe in the view of 
the World; if all this be wickeds * "tis what theſe 
men were guilty of, and what no pretended good 
deſign, no plaufible argument, no — — 
motive could juſtify. 

Thus I — done with the ſecond general head; 
Errod to ae Via, - 


II. To auler an Objection, which has For 
often, tho” very unreafonably urg d againſt de- 
claring our deteſtation of this flagitious fact, 
ſince the late happy Revolutions _ 

'Tis. 
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Church and Nation contradict our ſelves, in aſ- 


"Tis objected by two ſorts of men, and thoſe 
of very different Principles, that we of this 


ſembling in the houſe of God once in the Year, 
to bewail the crime of this day, and to deprecate 
the diſpleaſure of Almighty God upon account of 
it, whilſt on another Anniverſary we aſſemble a- 
gain, to give thanks to God for the deliverances 
which it pleas d God to grant us upon that day, 
particularly by giving his late Majeſty a ſafe arrival 
here, and making all oppoſition to fall before him, till 
he became our King and Governor. Some that object 
this are very hearty in condemning the Murder of 
King Charles the firſt, ; but charge us with havin 

renewed our guilt with reſpe to King James theII* 
Others are very well pleas d with the late change: 
but are ſo weak as to imagine, that upon the ſame 
Principles upon which that was. made, the Crime 
of this day may be alſo juſtified, The former of 
theſe are avowed Enemies to the preſent Govern- 
ment ; the latter, its falſe Friends : but both meet 
in one and the ſame miſtake, of confounding two 
caſes, which, in direct oppoſition to both, I doubt 
not to affirm were widely different one from the 
other; ſo that we may and ought to mourn, and 
humble our ſelves before God on one of theſe An- 
niverſaries, whilſt we rejoice and give praiſe to 
him on the other. And this I think will be clear- 
ly evident to any one who can without prejudice 
or partiality compare the two, caſes, * Let theſe 
few / particulars be conſidered to that purpoſe, _ , 
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1. In our late caſe no violence was offer'd to 
the Perſon of the Prince, altho* he was entirely 
in the hands of thoſe who had opportunity and 
ſtrength to have done it. The Example of David 
was religiouſly obſerved, who, when Saul was by 
Providence unexpettedly delivered into his hands, , 5m a6. 
charged his Captains not to deſtroy him, or ſtretch 8, 9. 
forth an hand againſt him, declaring with great ve- 
hemence his abhorrence of ſuch a vile act: 
whereas in the former inſtance, the greateſt indig- 
nities were offer'd to the King's Perſon, and at 
laſt his bloud was ſhed by violent and cruel. men 
in the ſight of the Sun. 

2. In our late caſe the form of our Govern: 
ment was not in the leaſt alter d; but the Con- 
ſtitution carefully preſervd. The legal Monar. 
chy was maintain'd, tlio' not in the ſame Perſon, 
yet in the fame Family and Line; and that as near 
the ordinary courſe, as the then ſtate of things 
was judged to admit. The Eſtabliſh'd Church 
was preſerv'd; the execution of the Laws conti- 
nued according to the ancient forms; ne violence 
offer d to any Rank or Order of men; every man 
that would ſubmit to the Government was per- 
mitted to enjoy his poſſeſſions, and the fruit of 
his labours without moleſtation ; nay very great 
and unuſual clemeney was exerciſed towards the 
enemies of the Government : whereas in the 
former caſe the whole Frame of our Conſtitution 
was diſſolvd; violence was offer'd to alt Orders 
and Ranks of men; not one of the States was pre- 
ſery d entire; the Eſtabliſn d 2 ; 
? > 
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ted; there were continual viciſſitudes in the ad- 
miniſtration of 'the civil Government, every one 
of them arbitrary and illegal; in a word, Arms, 
not Law, govern'd the Kingdom, which was 
wholly ſubjected to irreſiſtible Power. In fine, as 
in the former ' inſtance the eſtabliſh'd ſtate of 
things both civil and eccleſiaſtical was wholly o- 
verturn'd : ſo in the latter, there was no other 
alteration made, than what was judg'd neceſſary 
in that juncture to the preſerving the eſtabliſh'd 
Conſtitution both in Church and State. Yet far- 
3 The alterations made in the late caſe were not 
attempted upon meer imaginary or uncertain fears 
and jealouſies; but when in the judgment of the . 
Nation, all Orders and Ranks of Men agreeing in 2 
it, and very few particular perſons of any note F 
character diſſenting, there was an abſolute — 
ſity : Whereas in the former Inſtance, whatſoever 
occaſions there might be of fears and jealouſies, 
yet ſtill things were not come to that paſs in the 
judgment ot the Nation, that ſhould neceſſitate 
the ſubverting and violating all Law and Order. 
Even when the civil War began, there was a ve 
great and conſiderable Body of the Kingdom, a 
thoſe of all Ranks, Perſons of great Honour and 
Virtue, hearty Friends both to the civil Govern- 
ment and to the Church, who were fo far from 
judging it to be neceſſary or law ful to take up 
Arms againſt the King, that they adhered firmly 
to him, and engaged their lives and all that was 
dear to them in his defence. And when it ended 
55 in 
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in the Murder of the King, the Nation was ſo far 
from approving that abominable fact, that it is 
certain there was not one in many thouſands, who 
did not abhor it, and great Numbers of all ſorts 
openly declared their deteſtation of it, even of 
thoſe who before had taken up Arms againſt him. 

And ſurely we cannot but obſerve a wide diffe- 
rence between this caſe, and that of the Revolu- 
tion, when the whole Kingdom, and all Orders of 
Men in it, even the Army of the then King, re- 
fuſed to aſſiſt him in repelling our Deliverer, open- 
ly avowing that they thought it unlawful to do 
ſo, and, when nothing leſs would do, generally 
going over to him, very thankfully embracing his 
aſſiſtance, and joining with him in order to the 
compleating their own deliverance. 

Once more. There is a plain and eſſential 
dienen between the two caſes, in this; That 
whatſoever was determin'd for the ſettling of the 
Government as it now ſtands, was done by the 
States of the Nation freely and fully aſſembled, 
after mature debate and conſideration; that is, it 
was done by thoſe, who, in the circumſtances in 
which we then were, and to which we were re- 
duced by the Adminiſtrators of the Government 
themſelves ; I fay, it was done by them who in 
thoſe circumſtances were the only Perſons that 

could or ought to have done it. 
For ſuppoſing matters to be brought to the pals 
they then were, I deſire any man to propoſe any 


other than one of theſe two ways of determining 


the Controverſy, and ſettling a Nation in peace 
D and 
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and order for the future; viz. either by fighting 


it out, till the prevailing Party ſnould give Laws 
to the conquer d; or by calmly debating the caſe, 
and determining what is to be done by the major 
Vote of the Society. The latter of theſe I be- 
lieve no one will deny to be the more humane 


and the more chriſtian Method of the two: and 


this was the Method then uſed, thus the Govern- 
ment was then ſettled, and I truſt will, by the 


bleſſing of Almighty God, ſtand firm and ſecure 
upon this bottom: Whereas it cannot be denied, 


but that long before, and always after the Murder 


of King Charles, nothing was done by publick 
conſent fairly obtain'd ; the Repreſentatives of the 
Nation neither were, nor could be peaceably and 
orderly aſſembled; but a few Men, with Swords 
in their hands, determin'd matters as to them 
ſeem'd beſt, or, which is all one, appointed who 
ſhould determine them, 

But Iwill add no more. Thus much I thought 
it expedient to ſuggeſt to your thoughts, to obvi- 


ate the calumnies of ſome, and the groſs miſtakes 


of others, upon this Argument, 


IV. And now to conclude ; for the time will 


not permit me to enlarge in my application of 


this diſcourſe, The Uſe which we ſhould make 
of it is in ſhort this. | 


To reflect upon the foul Act of this day with 
abhorrence, to declare our deteſtation of it openly, 
and heartily to pray to God, that when he * 
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for iniquity, he will no more lay this heinous ſin 
to our charge. e e 4938 gelt 
That we have felt many unhappy Effects of it, 


as its natural conſequences, cannot be denied, 


which we may very reaſonably alſo account as 
tokens of God's difpleaſure for it. Let us be 
thankful to Almighty God, that he hath in the 
midſt of Judgment remember d Mercy, delivering 
us from ſome of thoſe Evils which it had ſo great 
an hand in bringing upon us; that he did in his 


due time peaceably reſtore che Royal Family, and 


with it our ancient Government both in Church 
and State; that by another ſignal Act of Provi- 


dence ſince that, he again deliver d us from thoſe 


great and. imminent dangers to which we were 


again expos'd ; that ſince the late happy Revolu- 


tion he hath given us the great Bleſſing of ſeeing. 
three excellent Branches of that Family fitting. 
upon the Throne of their Anceſtors, under whom 


we have ſo happily enjoy'd our civil Liberties, to- 
poor with the profeſſion of God's true Religion, 

joping for the continuance of the ſame ineſtima- 
ble Bleſſings to our Poſterity, by the legal Settle- 
ment of the Crown on the next Proteſtant Bran- 
ches of the Royal Line. 

What remains after this > but that we ſhould 
teſtify to all the World our hearty Sorrow for the- 
Sin of our Fathers, as well as for all our own un- 
worthineſs and ingratitude, together with our un- 
feigned thankfulneſs for the divine Goodneſs to 


us, by an untainted Loyalty to our moſt gracious- 


Sovereign, the Queen's moſt Excellent Majeſty, 


— _ 


now 
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now reigning over us ; by a ſteady adherence to 
the Succeſſion, as by Law eſtabliſh'd, in the Illu- 
ſtrious Houſe of Hanover; and by a perfect har- 
mony and agreement amongſt our ſelves; in a 
word, by following the advice of Solomon, in ma- 
king the glory of God, and the good of our Coun- 
try, our End; in purſuing this End by honeſt and 
lawful Means; in acting always upon reaſonable 
and chriſtian Principles, and according to wiſe and 
good Rules, that is, by the Laws of God, and the 
Realm; in turning neither to the right hand, nor 
to the left ; and thereby removing our feet from evil. 
So ſhall our ways be eftabliſh'd, and God, even our 
own God, of whoſe good Providence over us we 
have had ſo many remarkable Inſtances, ſha/ give 
us his Bleſſing. Amen. Try 5 8075 


1 
1. 


a 
7 

* 
* 
7 


„ 


